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quently that there was no need of giving an escort
to the Hurons.

Charles Sondatsaa, a Huron, thereupon vigorously
harangued,—he pictured the danger and urged the
Algonquins; but he spoke to those who had closed
ears, and who rushed from the assembly as soon as
they had inflicted their blow. The question now
was, to see if the Christians in these eight canoes,
which also bore a few French soldiers, would go on
with the Hurons; their small number in comparison
with the enemy was enough to terrify them. The
French soldiers were asked if, seeing themselves
destitute of help from the Algonquins, they were
willing to go on further; they answered with a truly
generous firmness that, Monsieur the Governor hav-
ing commanded them to accompany the [177] Chris-
tian Savages of Saint Joseph, they would never aban-
don them on account of any danger. Faith has an
indescribable bond which unites hearts. The sol-
diers, on their return, spoke in the highest terms of
our Neophytes, and our Neophytes could not suffi-
ciently praise the soldiers. Here then were our
French soldiers ready to embark, if the Christians
in these eight canoes wished to go on. They were
asked what their opinion was; they answered that it
was not for them to decide it, that they were wholly
disposed to receive the orders and commands of the
French. This troubled the sieur de Chanflour, and
all those who were present; not even one voted that
they ought to command this voyage, no person was
willing to expose these good Neophytes to the great
dangers that were dreaded. ‘‘This small number
of Christians,”’ said some one, ‘‘is like the yeast
which ought to leaven the whole mass of Christianity



